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(8) Services of a speech pathologist or
audiologist when necessary for the res-
toration of function in speech or hear-
ing.

(d) Personal care services. Personal
care services which do not require the
skills of qualified technical or profes-
sional personnel are not skilled serv-
ices except under the circumstances
specified in § 409.32(b). Personal care
services include, but are not limited to,
the following:

(1) Administration of routine oral
medications, eye drops, and ointments;

(2) General maintenance care of co-
lostomy and ileostomy;

(3) Routine services to maintain sat-
isfactory functioning of indwelling
bladder catheters;

(4) Changes of dressings for non-
infected postoperative or chronic con-
ditions;

(5) Prophylactic and palliative skin
care, including bathing and application
of creams, or treatment of minor skin
problems;

(6) Routine care of the incontinent
patient, including use of diapers and
protective sheets;

(7) General maintenance care in con-
nection with a plaster cast;

(8) Routine care in connection with
braces and similar devices;

(9) Use of heat as a palliative and
comfort measure, such as whirlpool
and hydrocollator;

(10) Routine administration of medi-
cal gases after a regimen of therapy
has been established;

(11) Assistance in dressing, eating,
and going to the toilet;

(12) Periodic turning and positioning
in bed; and

(13) General supervision of exercises
which have been taught to the patient;
including the actual carrying out of
maintenance programs, i.e., the per-
formance of the repetitive exercises re-
quired to maintain function do not re-
quire the skills of a therapist and
would not constitute skilled rehabilita-
tion services (see paragraph (c) of this
section). Similarly, repetitious exer-
cises to improve gait, maintain
strength, or endurance; passive exer-
cises to maintain range of motion in
paralyzed extremities, which are not
related to a specific loss of function;

and assistive walking do not constitute
skilled rehabilitation services.

§ 409.34 Criteria for ‘‘daily basis’’.

(a) To meet the daily basis require-
ment specified in § 409.31(b)(1), the fol-
lowing frequency is required:

(1) Skilled nursing services or skilled
rehabilitation services must be needed
and provided 7 days a week; or

(2) As an exception, if skilled reha-
bilitation services are not available 7
days a week those services must be
needed and provided at least 5 days a
week.

(b) A break of one or two days in the
furnishing of rehabilitation services
will not preclude coverage if discharge
would not be practical for the one or
two days during which, for instance,
the physician has suspended the ther-
apy sessions because the patient exhib-
ited extreme fatigue.

§ 409.35 Criteria for ‘‘practical matter’’.

(a) General considerations. In making
a ‘‘practical matter’’ determination, as
required by § 409.31(b)(3), consideration
must be given to the patient’s condi-
tion and to the availability and fea-
sibility of using more economical al-
ternative facilities and services. How-
ever, in making that determination,
the availability of Medicare payment
for those services may not be a factor.
Example: The beneficiary can obtain
daily physical therapy from a physical
therapist in independent practice. How-
ever, Medicare pays only the appro-
priate portion (after deduction of appli-
cable deductible and coinsurance
amounts) of the first $500 of services
furnished by such a practitioner in a
year. This limitation on payment may
not be a basis for finding that the need-
ed care can only be provided in a SNF.

(b) Examples of circumstances that meet
practical matter criteria. (1) Beneficiary’s
condition. Inpatient care would be re-
quired ‘‘as a practical matter’’ if trans-
porting the beneficiary to and from the
nearest facility that furnishes the re-
quired daily skilled services would be
an excessive physical hardship.

(2) Economy and efficiency. Even if the
beneficiary’s condition does not pre-
clude transportation, inpatient care
might be more efficient and less costly
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